
Dozens of notes with sentiments of gratitude and 
support filled our inboxes after the release of  
The Music of Strangers. The film reached hundreds 
of thousands of people around the world, and gave 
vivid voice to Silkroad’s purpose: to create music 
that engages difference, sparking radical cultural 
collaboration and passion-driven learning. 

It’s the purpose that we shared this year with 
communities from the Getty Museum in Los 
Angeles to the Northern Cheyenne Reservation in 
Lame Deer, Montana; from musicians exploring 
new traditions at the Global Musician Workshop 
to young refugees from Syria studying at a school 
outside Beirut. And it’s a purpose that was 
especially resonant in a year of increasingly  
divided public conversation.

Today, we find ourselves at an inflection point in 
Silkroad’s story. As the year ended, we welcomed 
a new executive director, former board member 
Eduardo A. Braniff, who will  guide and support 
Silkroad’s artists, staff, and board as we enter 
the next chapter of our story, one where, in 
Eduardo’s words, “Silkroad is recognized for its 
role in advancing a movement of radical cultural 
collaboration that has cultivated the individuals, 
experiences and initiatives synonymous with 
positive social progress.”

Together we can build a more hopeful world.  
Join us.

Golnar Khosrowshahi
Silkroad Board Chair
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“Through their performance, the ensemble 
demonstrated how music can upend the boundaries 

we have come to expect when it comes to  
tradition and genre.”

– HOME IS WHERE THE SILK ROAD ENSEMBLE IS, 3.3.17 WXQR

“Thank you for giving me hope for a better world;  
for understanding and for humanity.” 

– New Silkroad Supporter



66 
musicians from 18 countries 
co-created music and ideas   

Layla and Majnun, an evening-length 
collaboration with the Mark Morris 
Dance Group, Alim Qasimov, and 
Fargana Qasimova, was presented  
12 times in 4 U.S. cities, reaching  
over 14,600 audience members    

7 
world premieres performed  
by Silkroad    

466,850 
interactions on 

social media

235,700 
235,700 web visitors from 

205 countries 

157,000
people in 27 cities joined Silkroad artists 
at 68 concerts and 40 workshops 

Silkroad artists are at the center of our work:  
they model Silkroad’s approach to radical cultural collaboration 

through performances, workshops, and partnerships  
across disciplines.

Silkroad extended its community online, 
engaging more people than ever: 

“They are, as a collective, as a group 
– the Ensemble, the staff – 

are artists who believe that it’s important for them 
to live in the world; not just on the concert stage.”

– STEVE SEIDEL, 
DIRECTOR OF THE ARTS IN EDUCATION LEARNING PROGRAM, 

HARVARD GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

12 
performances   

4 
U.S. cities   

14,600 
audience members   

ENGAGING COMMUNITIES
2016 – 2017



“[The Music of Strangers] has taken on a new level 
of significance in light of the tide of anti-immigrant 
rhetoric – and policy – rising in the U.S. and beyond, 
a time when Silkroad’s model for marrying culture, 

cooperation and charity has never been more necessary.”
– FILM REVIEW, BUSINESS INSIDER, 6.9.17

The Arts and Passion-Driven Learning Institute is a professional 
development program for teachers that explores how the arts can 

be used to engage students across all subjects. The fifth annual 
Institute took place at Harvard’s Graduate School of Education 

August 1-3, 2016.

Silkroad’s Global Musician Workshop (GMW) is a week-long 
program where globally minded musicians learn one another’s 
traditions, incorporating them into their own musical voices.  

The third annual GMW was held at DePauw University’s School  
of Music in Greencastle, IN, May 30-June 5, 2017.

Bringing together ideas from the Arts and Passion Driven Learning 
Institute and the Global Musician Workshop, Silkroad partnered 

with Professor Kay Kaufman Shelemay at Harvard University 
to offer a course on navigating cultural difference through music 

called Performing Musical Difference. 

109
participants from 13 countries and  
25 states attended the Institute, reaching 
8,720 students in local communities. 

$31,100  
in financial aid made it 

possible for 46 participants 
to attend. 

11
workshops, 3 plenaries,  

and 1 panel discussion led 
by 23 faculty members. 

$

87
participant musicians from  
10 countries and 20 U.S. states  
attended the workshop 

$29,463 
in financial aid made it possible for 57 

participants to attend 

43
bands and 26 workshops led by 10 

artist faculty 

14
hours in rehearsal to prepare for  

3 nights of performance 

$

41
students taught by 8 Silkroad  
teaching artists from 3 countries 
worked together across 13 weeks, 
culminating in 2 performances 

Inspired by our work in Jordan last year, 3 Silkroad artists 
traveled to Lebanon to share music with 165 Syrian 

refugee students. This was the first step in designing 
a long-term partnership with the Jusoor Refugee 

Education Program.

Ta
TEACHING 

ARTS
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Sing Me Home won the 
2017 Grammy for Best World Music Album – 

the first Grammy Award for Silkroad.

“[Sing Me Home is] about celebrating all kinds of 
viewpoints, which we really need right now.”

– YO-YO MA AND SILK ROAD ENSEMBLE BUILD BRIDGES BETWEEN 
CULTURES ONE NOTE AT A TIME, JAPAN TIMES, 3.2.17

The Music of Strangers, directed by Oscar-winning filmmaker 
Morgan Neville, follows Silkroad artists as they explore  

the power of music to preserve tradition, shape cultural evolution, 
and inspire hope. 

273,323 
people in 171 cities around the world  
saw the film in theaters and online 

1,210 
views of The Music of Strangers 
curriculum online  

THE MUSIC OF STRANGERS AND SING ME HOME
2016 – 2017



FINANCES AND SUPPORTERS

Accounts Payable & Accrued Expense 359,425

Liabilities

Film Production Loan 0

Total Liabilities 359,425

General Administration

Website Development Costs, Net

Film Costs, Net

Equipment and Improvements, Net

Prepaid Expenses and Other Current Assets

Other Receivables

Grants and Contributions Receivable, Net 

Cash

The Silk Road Project, Inc. (Silkroad) is 
a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization 
supported by individuals, foundations, and 
corporations. We are deeply grateful to 
the institutional partners whose generous 
support enables us to promote innovation, 
learning, and cross-cultural understanding 
around the world.

Celebrating 15 Years of Connecting the 
World’s Neighborhoods

Silkroad gratefully acknowledges the 
generous individuals, corporations and 
foundations who share our vision of a world 
transformed through the arts. The following 
list recognizes donations received between 
July 1, 2016, and June 30, 2017. 

Sponsors $100,000 to $249,999
Annonymous
Judith N. Goldberg*
Hyosung Corporation
The Khosrowshahi Family*
Thomas Roush and LaVon Kellner

Guarantor Patrons $50,000 to $99,999
Dan and Annette Nova*
Anne Peretz*
Paul and DiAnn Stebbins*
Oscar Tang and Agnes Hsu-Tang

Sustaining Patrons $25,000 to $49,999
Gerry  Cardinale
William Helman
Diann Kim and John Frank*

Contributing Patrons $10,000 to $24,999
Prince Amyn Aga Khan
Catherine and Paul Buttenwieser Foundation 
Katie and Paul Buttenwieser
Richard and Barbara Debs
John and Marcia Goldman
Barbara W. Hostetter
Seth and Beth Klarman
Margaret Koerner
Constance and John Sargent
Jane and Paul Shang

Patrons $5,000 to $9,999
Alan and Arlene Alda
Jonathan  Eager
David and Susan Murray
Vahid and Mashid Noshirvani
New England Patriots Charitable Foundation

Supporters $2,500 to $4,999
Joan Benny
Mary Pat Buerkle
Merton Flemmings and Elizabeth ten 
Grotenhuis
Kristine and Marc Granetz
Judson and Joyce Green
Carolyn Grinstein
Michael Dadap and Yeou-Cheng Ma
Lia and William Poorvu
Claire and Jeffrey Resnik
Stuart and Lee Rolfe

Fellows $1,000 to $2,499
Jonathan and Karla Bays
Dara and Daniel Brewster
Carolyn S. Bucksbaum
Ernest Chung
Drs. Peter B. and Anna L. Davol
Zo K Dodge
Nancy and Hart Fessenden
Laura Freid and David Gottesman
Catherine Gevers and John Fernandez
Myra and Roy Gordon
Jonathan Klein
Dorothy Lemelson Trust 
Christopher Marrion
Marc Primiani
Aaron and Heather Regent
Lincoln Russell and Nancy Fitzpatrick
Ted and Lori Samuels
Vicki and Roger Sant
Jeff and Kim Seely
Diana Sorensen
Gazel Tan and Lew Thorson
Kenneth and Jean Telljohann
Shirely Young

Associates $500 to $999
Roger and Whitney Bagnall
Jeffrey Beecher
Steven Berzin
Tom Botts
Herbert and Nancy Conley
Kate Daniels
Garrett Eng
Nancy and Nat Gardiner Charitable Fund
Brian Kruman
Roy Olson
David Perlman
Renaissance Charitable Foundation, Inc.
August Schwob
James Sorg
Kirk Todd
Tess Townsend
Kojiro Umezaki
Jing Erl Yao Chen

Friends $1 to $499
Ian  Thompson
Rababa Al-Haddad
Douglas Alexander
Bill Alford and Yuanyuan Shen
Aziz Ali
Martha E. Alliston
Alan An
Jorge Arnoldo Rauber
Kelsey Ayres
Hajin Bae
Jorge Ballesteros
Marylynn Barkley
Sabine Baron
Robert Benedetti
Diana Billip
Brian Blaisch
Sarah Bliss
Alan and Dorothy Blumberg
Tina Blythe and Lyle Davidson
Peggy Bocks
Roger Bomford
Paul Boumbulian
Lorraine Boyd
Martin Brody
Liz Byron
Byron Capps
Christina Casey
Fleur Challen
Mabel Chan
Matthew Chanoff
Santanu Chatterjee
Meiru Chen
Suzanne Cherenson
Carol Christen
Elvira M. Citelli
Michael Clark
Nancy Clark
Betsey Cogswell
Marina Cohen
Caroline Cook
Sammy Cowan
Summer Craig
Charles and Wendy Culbreth
Charles D’Amour
Mariane Daubagna
Gail Davenport
Priscilla Deck
Hampton DeJarnette
Shelly Delice
Rohit Deshpande
Linda Detmers
Deb Doherty
Bridgette Domme
Jan Dowling
Kelly Dubinsky
Dora Dubon
Elmer Dustman
Cecille Elliott
Georgia Farinholt
Charles Finch
Arthur Fine
Sean Flindt
Barbara Ford
Ann Fox
Sharon Fredrickson
Catherine Freiman
Sarah Gall
Margaret Gilleo

Leigh Giovane
Sheran and Denny Goetz
Ray and Thelma Goldberg
Monica Graff
Joseph Gramley
Michael Grimley
Connie Gunderson
Sandy Hamprich
Betsy Harvin
Kelly Haskell
Laurie Hathorn
Cui He
Jodi Henderson
Mimi Hennessy
Susan Henoch
Moss Henry
Joanne Hsu
Isabelle Hunter
Larry Isberg
Sara Jobin
Bill Jolly
Ki Jones
Helga Kaiser
Maxine Katz
Stephanie Katz
Caroline Kenner
Leslie Kilesh
Dong-Won Kim
Robert Kirby
William and Yvette Kirby
Liisa Kissel
Jaclyn Kloeppel
Patti Knox
Deborah Koch
Kenneth Kopf
Joanne Kornoelje
Richard Kost
Melinda Koyanis
Jochem Krusman
Miran Kwun
Sarah Lange
Anthony Lee
Christine Lee
Sonya Leeds
Patricia Lefor-Jarvis
Madeleine Lemieux
Stacey Lennard
Ann Lev
James Levine
Cheryl Lew
Richard Liebowitz
Sihong Lin
Marie Lloyd
Daniel Loss
Brandon Lowther
Siyuan Ma
Kevin MacNeil
Noreen Madigan
Benjamin Mandelkern
Adine Mansholt
Nancy Marcanti
Bervan Marvy
Marcia Mayper
Dwight McKee
Tatum McPherson-Crowie
Nancee Meeker
David Meen
Michelle Mellish
Kim Miller
Janice Miyakawa
William Montfort
Anne-Birgitte Mullins
Robert and Susan Murphy
Jen and Steve Nahn
Deirdre and Barry Nectow
Lucius Michael Nelligan Sorrentino
Paul Nevin
Ng Ng
Patricia and Frank Nichols
Ken Niles
Tania Norfolk
Kristine Nunn
Michael O’Donnell
Nadar Pakdaman
Marilyn Palley
Barbara Papesch
Leonardo Passos
Susan Peel
Eti Peleg

Lenore Peloso
Kala Perkins
Suellen and Andre Perold
Beate Perrey
Marc Petrie
Nancy Pinn
Shou-jou  Piston
Richard Posey
Susan and Norman Posner
Rosie Powell
Harry Pratt
Bernard and Sue Pucker
Kathleen Putnam
Fran Putnoi
Diana Ramirez
Megan Rancier
Rovner Products
Hubert et Sylvie Remaury
Lilith Ren
Katherine Retka
Griselda Ribas
Judith Roark
Charlene Rosen
Roberta Rosenberg
Douglas Ryan
Marie Saito
Denise Salvesto
Jeffrey Samuelson
Faith Sanders
Lin Sasman
Martha Seely
May Ruth Seidel
Elizabeth  Shafer
Judy Sham
David Smith
Nancy Sommers
Salina Songha
Kendall Sorenson Clark
Christina Spellman
Nela Stasuli
Eric Stevens Binder
Muriel Stitt
Nadine Stram
Maritza Strohbach
Janet  Swinburne
Jeanne Tai
Shamim and Iqbal Talib
Glenn Tanaka
Lori Taylor
Shar Taylor
Judith Teichman
Regine Terfloth
Mary Thompson
Angela Tipps
Costis Toregas
Mary Torzewski
Miguel Triay
Jan Trompper
Rick True
Berenike Ullmann
Maryam Vahabsadeh
Hans van Otterloo
Sivarama Vijapurapu
Margherita Vitali
Edward Walkley
Juanze Wang
Alan and Sarah Ward
Leslie Ward
Marie Washington
Zhibo Wei
Pamela Weiss
Chun Wel Lin
Tanya Wendling
Wolfgang Werner
Judith Wilgress
Linda Williams
Matthew Wood
Lauri Wunder
Jingying Xie
Keiko Yamada
Ken Yap
Alice Yip
Jing Yu
Mike Zdeb
Thomas Zeigler
Richard Ziemba
Joy Zimnavoda
Dorothy Zinberg

* Inner Circle

The Inner Circle was established in 2009 to recognize 
the generous individuals who have made significant 
multi-year commitments supporting all aspects of 
Silkroad’s mission. Members of the Inner Circle are 
marked with an asterisk in the list above.

EXPENSES STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITIONREVENUE
Performance Fees AssetsProgram Services

$ $ $ 

904,864

0

3,631,969

0

7,764

68,530

44,581

1,842,070

734,298

2,629,588

Fundraising 440,343

Total Expenses 4,977,176

Total Assets 2,697,243

Program Income 176,737

Film Revenue

Grants and Contributions

Special Events, Net

Other Income

Interest Income

624,478

2,093,738

0

28,934

154

Total Revenue 5,553,629

Temporarily Restricted 

Net Assets

Unrestricted, Undesignated

Unrestricted, Board Designated

Total Unrestricted

2,436,744

(224,567)

125,641

(98,926)

Total Net Assets 2,337,818

Photographs ©: Takenao Anzawa, Marilyn 
Culler, Kevin Grady, Jason Jong, Chris 
Lee, David O’Connor, George Pimintel 
Photography, Jennifer Taylor, Robert Torres; 
and courtesy of Harvard i-lab, International 
Izmir Festival, and Tremolo Productions

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

DOWNLOAD FULL AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Deferred Revenue 0

Total Liabilities and Net Assets 2,697,243

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FEYWd6pEMioKuKI3Xf3u5vQNB9lYAAjc/view?usp=sharing



